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THE RED CROSS 
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IN CHARGE OF 

JANE A. DELANO, R.N. 

Chairman of National Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service 

The Red Cross badges have been numbered consecutively since the 
first one was issued after the reorganization of the Red Cross in 1905. 
We have just sent out No. 1163 and hope soon to pass the 1200 mark. 

The National Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service is most 
anxious to secure a complete list of nurses enrolled previous to January 
1, 1910, and urgently requests all those having a badge bearing a 
number below 950 to communicate with the chairman of the national 
committee. Kindly give name in full, address, number of badge, name 
of place where enrolled, and approximate date of enrolment. 

Copies of the Bed Cross Bulletin will, in the future, be sent to all 
members of state and local committees, and in making up the mailing 
list we find that we already have nearly 300 nurses serving on Red 
Cross committees. 

The Bulletin will also be sent free of charge to any enrolled Red 
Cross nurse who may desire it. Written requests for the same should 
be sent to the chairman of the National Committee of Red Cross 
Nursing Service, Washington, D. C. 

In a report recently received of a meeting of the Spanish-American 
War nurses, the following appeal was made by their president, Mrs. 
Harriet C. Lounsbery, who is also a member of the National Committee 
on Red Cross Nursing Service : " Can we not, as a body, send to the 
National Red Cross our hearty endorsement and in our several states 
enroll for work under the banner which we all reverence for the country 
we all love? I have been much gratified to notice that many of our 
members are on state committees; can we not all put ourselves once 
more in touch with the Government for whom we once worked so 
willingly?" As a result of this appeal the following resolution was 
adopted by the Spanish- American War nurses: "That this society is 
heartily in sympathy with the work of the American Red Cross and 
it is the sense of this meeting that all Spanish-American War nurses 
not already members of the Red Cross should be urged to join through 
their several states." 
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At the last meeting of the national committee, the rule governing 
the appointment of local committees was modified to read as follows : 
To appoint annually on local committees for the enrolment of nurses 
not less than five nor more than ten nurses who are members of organiza- 
tions affiliated with the Nurses' Associated Alumnae, and these organi- 
zations shall be invited to submit nominations for local committees, 
and it is desirable that these candidates shall be themselves enrolled 
nurses. Unless other changes become necessary it is desirable that at 
least a majority of the members of all local committees be reappointed 
annually. 

It was also the judgment of the national committee that enrolment 
should not be restricted to those able to respond to a call for active 
service, but might be made to include those who could only assist in 
the work of organization or administration. 

Nurses are urged to co-operate in the prevention of the improper 
use of the Bed Cross emblem. The Eed Cross is now protected by law, 
and its unlawful use may be punishable by a fine of $500.00 and 
imprisonment for one year. Unfortunately some companies and indi- 
viduals had acquired a right to the use of the Eed Cross before the 
enactment of the law, but the extension of its use may be prevented. 

Inquiry has been received from various sources concerning the rela- 
tion of the National Volunteer Emergency Service to the American 
Eed Cross — and there seems to have been more or less misunderstanding 
on the part of nurses in regard to the status of this organization. The 
National Volunteer Emergency Service has absolutely no authority 
either from the Eed Cross or the Medical Department of the Army to 
conduct classes in First Aid, nor are they authorized by them to render 
service in the event of war or at any other time. If enrolled Eed Cross 
nurses join classes conducted by the National Volunteer Emergency 
Service, they must do so as individuals and not as Eed Cross nurses, 
nor as members of the Eed Cross, and should not wear the Eed Cross 
brassard or badge at such times. 

Special effort will be made through the Eed Cross department of 
the Journal to keep nurses informed of the progress of Eed Cross work 
throughout the country. All nurses interested, whether members of 
committees or not, are invited by the chairman of the national com- 
mittee to communicate with her if they desire information on any 
points, or to give to her for publication any items concerning the Eed 
Cross work in their localities which might be of general interest. 
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THE RED CROSS 

By MARY E. GLADWIN 
Chairman Ohio State Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service 

It is well nigh unbelievable that after these many years of civiliza- 
tion, Christian nations should look forward to war as possible or prob- 
able. It is appalling that a nation, such as ours, finds it necessary year 
after year to spend enormous sums of money in launching great battle- 
ships, money which would save hundreds of little lives which go out 
in the heat of summer time, money which would give hundreds of 
wasted men and women a chance to live happily and worthily. But, 
however much we may sorrow that the teachings of the Prince of Peace 
have been of so little avail, we are bound to listen when wise and careful 
leaders of men declare that war is sure to come in this generation, — 
bound not only to listen but to act. 

As nurses in the Associated Alumnae we are under a solemn obliga- 
tion and we have obtained a great and most desirable privilege. The 
world has never seen such a splendidly organized body of well-trained 
women workers as we can have and mean to have in a few years. It is 
true that there is now no danger of our repeating the mistakes and 
confusion of '98. The Ked Cross itself is on a very different basis 
under most efficient leadership. Our national nursing committee is 
composed of women of great ability and experience, women whom we 
are proud to follow. We shall make mistakes, plenty of them, being 
human, but we must remember that the Red Cross is bigger than any 
or all of its workers. This is our first opportunity to show that as nurses 
we have been moved by that awakened public conscience which is 
slowly giving a new meaning to human brotherhood and which con- 
stitutes our great hope for the future of the race. 

As, when the International Eed Cross meets in Washington in 1912. 
we intend to show them the most perfectly organized emergency nursing 
force in the world, we must be up and doing. In our work, we have 
learned what service to humanity means. Who of us has not dreamed 
of following in the footsteps of our Lady of the Lamp? Who can say 
when and in what guise that opportunity may come? When the 
Crimean War broke out it found our Saint Florence, as Douglas Jerrold 
calls her, ready for her opportunity by reason of much thought, much 
studv. and much hard work. 
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The lure of fife and drum, flying banners, and martial music may 
make us long to do worthy deeds, but only steady, persistent, whole- 
hearted work, based on the practical common-sense characteristic of 
this age, will bring us noble success when the need comes of our highest 
endeavor. So while we pray, " Give peace in our time, Lord," it 
must not be said to our eternal disgrace that we were not ready if that 
prayer fail to be answered as we earnestly desire. 

It is our Eed Cross, — ours, with its great ideals and splendid achieve- 
ments, ours to love and cherish and labor for. Let us remember that 
while the Eed Cross desires to be ready for possible war, by the timely 
assistance given in all quarters of the globe, it is doing more than any 
other organization to bring about that noblest conception of any age — 
universal peace. 

ITEMS 

Buffalo. — The second monthly meeting of the Buffalo Branch of 
the Eed Cross Nursing Service was held at the home of Miss Bruce, 
18 Ashland Avenue. All the members present enrolled for nursing 
service as well as becoming members of the American Eed Cross. The 
ITebruary meeting was held at Miss Lindsay's apartment, 222 Caroline 
Street. 



The Italian government, on account of the number of tuberculosis 
cases among the Italian emigrants sent back from America, has 
appointed boards of examiners in the seaports, whose duty it is to report 
the arrival of tuberculous persons. These are then kept under observa- 
tion in those places where they settle, to prevent further spread of the 
disease. The erection of new sanatoria and other tuberculosis institu- 
tions is being urged in Italy, and the number of beds for consumptives 
has been considerably increased in different places. 



Consumptives in Syria are treated to-day much in the same way 
as the lepers have been for the last 2000 years. Tuberculosis is a com- 
paratively recent disease among the Arabs and Syrians, but so rapidly 
has it spread that the natives are in great fear of it. Consequently when 
a member of a family is known to have the disease, he is frequently 
cast out and compelled to die of exposure and want. A small hospital 
for consumptives has been opened at Beyrout under the direction of 
Dr. Mary P. Eddy. 



